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Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): I commend the government for fast-tracking this project in order to get
more filtered water into country regions. Several towns, including Swan Reach, Mypolonga and
Jervois in my region, are affected. Jervois has had its share of issues in getting filtered water. There
were some issues with a contractor who was trying to drill a pipeline under the river and managed to
get to somewhere between 50 metres and 100 metres of completion. I know directional drilling is no
mean feat, but they lost a drill bit down there and, at the end of the day, the company had a few
issues with equipment being stolen so it held up the project for years.

It is pleasing to see that this project will deliver water to the communities. I understand that the
Jervois part of the project, bringing piped water from the Tailem Bend side—from the side where the
filtration plant is—may begin next month due to contractor availability—which is a good thing. I note
that, as a result of my acting on behalf of one of my constituents at Tailem Bend, the government has
moved the drill point back to a more suitable location rather than upsetting residents.

I appreciate what the government is doing. It would be nice to see similar action in relation to the
leaking barrages at the mouth which are causing water to become heavily salinated. I understand
that construction on the standpipe at Hindmarsh Island began this week, and it could not be sooner.
There are standpipes at other areas such as Goolwa and water is being piped at Clayton, which has
not happened soon enough, and in the future we may have to look at some of the delivery systems
at Clayton. But, in general, I support what the government is doing in delivering filtered water to more
communities.

Motion carried.


